x Neobergiopsis ‘Pinegrove’ or Neoregelia ‘Pinegrove Puzzle’

It is not often that I choose to write about a plant with a wrong name tag otherwise I might write about little else. This one is interesting and obviously is a wide spread error. It would appear that this plant is found in collections in Brisbane and Townsville for sure and probably as far a field as New Zealand. Can you help me track its origin down so that I can correctly register it. 

Being an unusual intergeneric cross I was rather anxiously awaiting it to flower. Before this happened I had the previous owner of Pine Grove Nursery, June Buchanan, visit my garden with her son Sean. “ Never seen it before,” they both assured me. By coincidence,  the current owner of Pine Grove Nursery, Ross Little, happened to come through recently. “Not in the nursery now,” he said. Now I was curious.

I have borrowed photos of x Neobergiopsis ‘Pinegrove’ and Neo. ‘Pinegrove’ from the FCBS site. As you can see from my two photos it is not the former. Once it flowered I knew it to be a Neoregelia but it has no resemblance to Neo. ‘Pinegrove’.

This has turned out to be a mystery that alone I can not solve. If you could let me know who you got your plant from we may get back to the source or do you know that already?

The story could have stopped there but I did mention New Zealand. In Andrew Steens’ new book, yes it is mentioned there with a photo to boot and it is the same as my plant and also with the wrong name. By the way my plant is basically green, 50 cm wide, but I have seen it coloured up and it was quite stunning. A burnished tone from memory.

If you have any information please let me know. All Townsville and Brisbane plants like mine, that I know of, originated, using the limited data that I have, from a private collector just north of Brisbane.

Derek Butcher has supplied me with an article connecting x Neobergiopsis with Pine Grove Nursery. Seedlings were sent to The Olive Branch Nursery. Technically speaking this is an unlikely connection as the plants reputedly were a cross of a Neoregelia onto a Hohenbergiopsis so a selfing of the Neo. was out of the question. Non-technically speaking, we are human and the formula may have been reversed on the label. Olive has responded and said she did sell seedlings of this cross and before they flowered.

My conclusion with the knowledge I have so far is that the Hohenbergiopsis was crossed on to a Neoregelia at Pinegrove Nursery and not the reverse as recorded in the registration. When plants are crossed often the fruit contains selfings as well even where a plant is normally self infertile. These seedlings were then sold to the Olive Branch Nursery and at least one of the crosses could have been sold off before flowering and now is found out to possibly be a Neoregelia selfing. From the appearance of the plant I would say all we could say with confidence is that its breeding formula is Neo. spectabilis crossed with an unknown Neoregelia and this then was selfed.

Searching fcbs.org, I can eliminate a lot of the possible unknown hybrid’s parent with spectabilis in their breeding. Looking at shape, number of leaves, erectness or lack there of, markings etc. The most similar plant is depicted in a plant photographed by Ted Johnston, namely Neo. ‘Dawn’.  Maybe our mystery intergeneric plant is no more than Neo. ‘Dawn’ x  Neo. ‘Dawn’. I don’t think the late Jim Buchanan was one for registering hybrids even if he had used the plant, there is no registered record of anyone using it for crossing. Someone out there may be able to take this investigation a step further. If so my address is below.

Someone growing xNeobergiopsis ‘Pinegrove’ is eventually going to realise that their plant is a Neoregelia and call it Neoregelia ‘Pinegrove’ but that name has already been used for a plant with links to Neoregelia pineliana. Therefore I am going to register this widespread plant as Neoregelia ‘Pinegrove Puzzle’ which it certainly is!!.
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